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1.  Subject  report  is  forwarded  for  review  and  evaluation  in  accordance 
with  paragraph  5b,  AR  525-15.  Evaluations  and  corrective  actions  should 
be  reported  to  ACSFOR  OT  RD,  Operational  Reports  Branch,  within  90  days 
of  receipt  of  covering  letter. 

2.  Information  contained  in  this  report  is  provided  to  insure  that  the 
Army  realises  current  benefits  from  lessons  learned  during  recent  opera¬ 
tions. 


3.  To  insure  that  the  information  provided  through  the  Lessons  Learned 
Program  is  readily  available  on  a  continuous  basis,  a  cumulative  Lessons 
Learned  Index  containing  alphabetical  listings  of  items  appearing  in  the 
reports  is  compiled  and  distributed  periodically.  Recipients  of  the 
attached  report  are  encouraged  to  recommend  items  from  it  for  inclusion 
in  the  Index  by  completing  and  returning  the  self-addressed  form  provided 
at  the  end  of  this  report. 
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..VGG-BK  5  ..uouot  1968 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Keport  the  5th  Battalion,  22d  Artillery  for  the  Period 
Ending  Jl  July  1968,  (;iF0l\-65  (Rl) 

1.  SECTION  1.  OPERATIONS;  SIGtllPlCART  ACTIVITIES 

a.  GENERAL 

(1)  (C)  The  battalion  continued  to  provide  artillery  general  sup¬ 
port  of  combat  operations  of  US  and  Free  World  Military  Assistance 
Forces  in  the  II  Corps  Tactical  iione  through^  .  the  reporting  pe¬ 
riod.  Calls  for  fire  were  answered  from  all  US,  ARVN,  CIDQ,  and 
and  other  F-.T-IAF  within  range.  Tlie  Datta3.ion  is  attached  to  52nd 
Artillery  Group.  A  battalion  forward  CP  was  located  at  Polei 
Klong  (grid)  2A  035  935  from  26  March  to  1?  Juno  to  control  and 
coordinate  all  medium  and  heavy  artillery  in  that  area.  Head¬ 
quarters  and  Service  Batteries  ore  stationed  at  the  An  Kho  base 
camp  with  firing  batteries  deployed  with  missions  as  follows 
during  the  reporting  period: 

(a)  Battery  A:  1  May  I968  to  present  -  Soui  Doi(BR  05^  535),  nic- 
sion  is  general  support  of  US,  FWMAF  and  SVNAP  with  priority 
of  fires  to  2Aflt  Cavalry  Squadron,  4th  Infemtry  Division. 

(b)  Battery  B:  1  Hay  I968  to  present  -  Ban  He  Thuot  (AQ  878 
018),  mission  is  general  support  of  FWMAF.  The  2nd  Brigade, 
4th  Infantry  Division  started  closing  at  Ban  Mo  Thuot  on  I8 
July  1968.  B  Battery  will  be  GSR  to  the  4th  Battalion  42nd 
Artillery,  the  DS  Battalion  for  .the  2d  Brigade. 

I  (c)  Battery  C;  1  May  .1968,  Pole!  Kleng  (ZA  035  935 )i  oission 

was  general  support  of  US,  FV/FLIF  and  RVNAF  with  priority  of 
fire  to  3rd  Brigade,  4th  Infantry  Division.  On  1?  June  I968, 
the  battery  was  moved  from  Polei  Kleng  to  Kontum  (AR  795 
888)  with  the  same  mission  and  was  controlled  by  the  2nd 
Battalion,  9th  Artillery,  4th  Infantry  Division.  From  23  June 
1968  to  present  the  battery  was  located  at  the  Oasis  (ZA  IO8 
273)  with  the  mission  of  general  support  of  FWMAF,  with  prior¬ 
ity  of  fires  to  2nd  Brigade,  4th  Infantry  Division. 

(2)  (U)  An  organizational  chart  is  attached  as  inclosure  1. 

(3)  (U)  A  list  of  units  and  elements  under  operational  control  of  this 

battalion  during  the  reporting  period  is  attached  as  inclosure 

2. 

b.  INTELLIGENCE  ACTIVITIES 

(1)  (C)  Observation  Activities 

(a)  JXiring  the  reporting  period  extensive,  use  was  made. of  fon/ard 
■  observers.  On  two'cccaciona  FO'o  have  accompanied  convoys 
from  Soui  Doi  to  Ban  Me  Thuot  on  a  two  day  road  march.  An 
observer  has  bean  on  operations  with  'saneurer  elements 
from  the  2Ast  Cayalry  Squadron — on  vwny)  occasions.  In 
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Ban  Me  Thuot,  besides  the  ARTO  operations  in  which  B  Battery 
provides  observers,  a  program  has  been  ijiitiated  to  fire  in 
defensive  concentrations  in  villages  within  B  Battery's  range 
capability.  After  adjusting  these  concentrations,  the  obser¬ 
ver  explains  the  proper  procedure  for  requesting  these  fires 
to  selected  personnel.  The  forward  observer  in  C  Battery  has 
boon  used  in  normal  operations  with  manuever-diiOtoonto  of 
tho  2nd  Brigade,  4th  Infantry  Division, 

(b)  At  present,  two  aerial  observers  are  assigned  to  the  Battal¬ 
ion.  During  the  period  1  May  to  I6  June  I968,  both  aerial 
observers  were  used  for  visual  reconnaissance,  observed  fire 
missions  and  registrations  in  thd  PoDei  Kleng  area.  From 
23  June  to  tho  present,  on  aerial  observer  has  been  used  in 
the  area  of  Oasis  by  G  Battery.  On  26  July  I968  an  aerial 
observer  was  displaced  to  Ban  Me  Tliuot  to  assist  the  target¬ 
ing/intelligence  activity  in  accomplishing  their  mission* 

(2)  (C)  Meteorological  Data 

The  Metro  section  has  been  located  at  Soui  Doi  during  the  entire 
reporting  period,  broadcasting  both  computer  and  NATO  met  mes¬ 
sages  four  times  daily. 

(3)  (C)  Survey 

During  the  reporting  period,  the  survey  section  established  con¬ 
trol  points  for  firing  battery  positions  and  orienting  stations 
for  A  Battery.  Immediately  after  B  Battery  was  located  at  Ban 
Me  Thuot  the  survey  party  spent  over  two  \/cek6  there  establishing 
survey  control  for  the  battery,  a  Metro  section,  two  ARVN  eurtillery 
batteries,  and  a  radar  location.  Battery  centers  and  orienting 
stations  were  established  by  survey  at  Polei  Kleng  for  batteries 
OPCON  to  the  battalion.  The  section  has  continued  to  establish 
survey  control  along  highway  I9  between  Mang  Yang  Pass  and  Soui 
Doi,  The  section  ran  one  position  oroa  survey  at  Camp  Radcliff 
in  An  Khe  on  22  July  I968  for  the  2nd  Battalion  17th  Artillery, 

OPERATIONS  AND  TRAINING  ACTIVITIES 

(1)  (C)  Capabilities 

(a)  From  its  position  at  Soui  Doi,  Battery  A  provides  henjy  ar¬ 
tillery  coverage  of  the  eastern  portion  of  the  4th  Infantry 
Division  AO  centered  on  highway  I9.  Coverage  extends  from 
Pleiku  in  the  west  to  11  kilometers  west  of  An  IChe, 
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(b)  From  its  position  at  Ban  he  Thuot  (AQ878  08I)  Battery  B  pro¬ 
vides  heavy  artillery  covitrnge  in  an  area  32,700  motors  in 
all  directions.  A  largo  portion  of  the  23rd  iiRW  Division 
aO  is  covered  from  this  locrtion. 


(c)  Eton  its  present  location  at  the  Oasis,  Battery  C  provides 
heavy  artillery  covorage  i  area  from  11  kilometers  oast 
of  Ploilcu  to  within  ^  kilometers  of  the  Cambodian  border. 


(2)  (C)  Displacements 

(a)  On  171500  Juno  I968  the  Eattalion  ..dvance  CP,  located  at 
Polei  Kleng,  moved  to  Ploiku.  On  l808'*5  June  I968  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  the  move  to  iin  Khe  was  conducted.  On  19  Juno  1968 
the  Battalion  Firo  Direction  Center  was  displaced  from  An  Khe 
to  LE  Schueller  (BR  365  **59)  to  control  fires  of  ”8  inch" 
howitzers  from  a  Battery  during  a  tliree  day  training  exorcise. 
Tlie  battalion  CP  wan  located  at  Ban  He  Thuot  (AQ  878  OSl)  on 
25  July  1968  and  is  presently  at  that  location. 

(b)  Battery  A  was  not  displaced  completely  during  the  reporting 

period.  Four  moves  of  portions  of  the  battery  wore  conducted. 
On  27  Hay  I968,  ..  Battery  moved  one  175mm  gun  to  Kontum  to 
become  a  part  of  a  composite  175mm  battery,  and  on  28  hay  I968, 
the  battery  moved  to  Dak  To  under  operational  control  of  the 
6t:h  •  Battalion  14 th  Artillery.  On  19  June  1968,  A  Battery 
moved  two  "8  inch"  howitzers  to  LZ  Schueller  to  participate 
in  a  training  exorcise.  On  21  June  1968,  the  two  howitze-rs  re¬ 
turned  to  Soui  Doi,  On  14  July  I968,  Battery  sent  two 
175mm  guns  to  DR  1203  5533  to  provide  support  for  a  "Hike 
Force"  operation  which  v/as  out  of  range  of  Soui  Doi.  Those 
two  guns  returned  on  31  July  I968  to  Soui  Doi.  On  22  July 
1968,  the  battery  displaced  one  "8  inch"  howitzer  to  /irtillory 
Hill  in  Pleiku  to  participate  in  a  training  exercise.  The 
howitzer  returned  on  25  July  1968,  i'J.1  moves  were  made  with¬ 

out  incident. 


(c)  Battery  B  had  three  moves  with  the  ''8  inch"  howitzers.  On 
15  July,  one  howitzer  went  to  the  vicinity  BP  10^  to  support 
an  iiRVN  cordon  and  search  operation.  The  "8  inch"  howitzer 
returned  on  18  July  1968,  and  on  that  same  date  was  disnlacod 
to  the  vicinity  of  ^^S.  745  942.  On  19  July  I968  the  second 
"8  inch"  howitzer  was  sent  to  this  location.  Tlie  purpose  v/as 
to  support  an  .JSVN  battalion  ambush.  The  howitzers  returned 
on  21  July  1968  upon  completion  of  the  operation.  On  23  July 
1968,  two  "8  inch"  howitzers  moved  to  vicinity  coordinates 
aQ  775  038  to  support  2nd  Brigade,  4th  Infantry  Division 
operations  which  could  not  be  supported  with  the 
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"8  inch"  from  thuir  norinal  location.  On  29  July  thceo  two 
"8  inch"  howitzers  moved  to  sunport  a  two  day  operation  at 
ZU  188  957 •  Tho  howitzers  returned  to  AQ  775  038  on  30  July 
1968  and  are  presently  at  that  lorxtion.  "11  moves  wore  made 
with  adequate  security,  air  cover,  and  without  incident. 

(d)  Battery  C  had  five  moves  during  tho  period.  Two  175™  guns 
wore  dispatched  from  Polei  Klong  on  28  May  I968  to  Dak  To  as 
part  of  a  composite  battery  controlled  by  the  6th  BatteG-ion 
l4th  HTtillcry.  On  15  June  I968,  tho  two  175nin  guns  moved 
from  Dak  To  to  Kontum,  and  on  17  Juno  I968  the  remainder  of  tho 
battery  moved  to  Kontum  emd  oocupied  a  position  in  tho  24th  STZ 
compound.  On  23  Juno  1968,  the  battery  displaced  from  Kontum 
to  FSB  Oasis.  On  I6  July  I968,  Battery  C  displaced  two  175™ 
guns  to  vicinity  grid  YA  l44  78?  and  returned  tho  same  day.  The 
move  was  to  support  an  operation  out  of  range  of  their  normal 
location.  On  22  July  I968,  the  battery  displaced  one  "8  inch" 
howitzer  to  Artillery  Hill  in  Ploiku  to  participate  in  a  train¬ 
ing  exorcise.  Tho  howitzer  returned  on  24  July  I968.  C  Battery 
had  no  incidents  during  those  movements. 

(3)  (C)  Liaison  Sections 


Tho  battalion  had  three  liaison  teams  and  a  targeting/intolligencc 
section  operating  away  from  tho  base  camp.  One  section  maintained 
liaison  with  tho  2nd  Battalion  9th  .trtillery  at  Kontum  during  the 
period  that  C  Battery  and  tho  Battalion  Forward  CP  was  located 
at  Polei  Klong.  On  9  June  I968,  this  liaison  section  moved  from 
2nd  Batt.alion  9th  iortillery  to  MOV  Sector  Headquarters  in  Kontum 
and  worked  in  conjunction  with  the  Sector  S-2  in  acquiring  targets 
for  C  Battery.  On  5  July  1968,  the  liaison  section  was  replaced 
and  returned  to  An  Kho.  A  liaison  team  has  maintained  liaison 
with  tho  23rd  <iRVN  Division  located  at  Ban  He  Thuot  during  the 
entire  reporting  period.  It  is  located  in  tho  Division  TOC  and 
clears  all  fires  and  posts  all  air  advisories  for  B  Battery.  A 
reinforced  liaison  team  (five  personnel),  was  sent  to  Ban  Mo  Tliuot 
on  16  July  1968,  with  a  mission  of  coordinating  intelligence  from 
sdl  available  agencies  and  to  assist  in  planning  targets  for 
all  cirtillory,  particularly  heavy  artillery.  The  section  is  lo¬ 
cated  in  MACV  Sector  Headquarters. 

(4)  (C)  Fire  Direction  Operations 

(a)  During  tho  period  1  toy  1968  to  17  June  I968,  a  forward  CP  wan 
located  at  Polei  Kleng.  This  CP  controlled  all  heavy  and  modi- 
uiD  artillery  in  the  AO  of  the  3rd  Brigade,  4tb  Division  ,  for 
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the  direct  support  artillery  battalion,  2nd  Battalion  9th 
Artillery.  The  CP  consisted  of  a  fire  direction  center, 
targetinji  center,  and  two  aerial  observers.  The  CP  assisted 
the  direct  support  artillery  in  fire  planning,  cocanand  and 
control  and  logistical  support  of  all  general  support  artil¬ 
lery.  The  aerial  observers  used  0-1  aircraft  from  52nd 
Artillery  Group  and  provided  reconnaissance  in  areas  where 
the  range  of  heavy  artillery  could  be  used  most  effectively. 

(b)  A  training  course  was  conducted  by  Battalion  FDC  during  the 
period  9  July  I968  to  19  July  19^8  for  personnel  within  the 
battalion  who  showed  potential  for  FDC  computers  and  chart 
operators.  Nine  personnel  attended  the  course  and  eight  of 
the  nine  made  excellent  progress  and  are  considered  to  have 
the  nocoBssiry  qualifications  to  bo  used  in  Battalion  or  Bat¬ 
tery  FDC.  Those  persoimel  are  presently  engaged  in  OJT  train¬ 
ing  in  the  firing  batteries. 

(c)  One  officer  has  been  provided  to  52nd  Artillery  Group  to  ac¬ 
company  a  Special  Forces  Assistance  team  to  locations  of 
Vietnjiaeao  lorces  who  are  advised  by  Special  Forces  person¬ 
nel.  Tnio  officer  will  evaluate  and  assist  these  forces  in 
all  aspects  of  fire  direction  duting  the  10  day  period  he  is 
with  the  team. 

(5)  (C)  Artillery -Raids 

There  was  on^.  artillery  raid  during  the  reporting  period.  Battery 
B  displaced  2  guns  to  grid  YU  188  958  on  16  May  and’firod  115 
rounds  on  an  IFFORCBV  target  list.  There  was  no  surveilleoice  of 
fires. 

(6)  Since  1  May  1968,  there  have  been  sixteen  175raa  gun  tubes  re¬ 
placed  as  follows; 

Battery  A  -  7  tubes 
Battery  B  -  3  tubes 
Battery  C  -  6  tubes 

Additionally,  Battery  A  re-tubed  two  guns  to  "8  inch"  howitzers 
on  6  and  I7  May  I968.  C  Battery  re-tubed  one  gun  to  "8  inch" 
howitzer  on  I8  May  1968. 

(7)  (C)  Aviation  Allocations 

There  were  no  aircraft  assigned  to  this  battalion  during  the  re- 
portir.g  period. 
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(8)  (C)  Ammunition  Expenditures 


Missions 


#  of  ^isaions. 


Confirmed  •  99 

Acquired  1686 

Counter-battery  43 

Preparation  83 

Interdiction  I670 

Special  Purpose  .275 

Other  .  iptf 

Total  39^ 


#  Round  Jbbeponded 

987 

5529 

.613 

6705 

ao3 

iM 

16367 


(9)  (C)  Training 

(a)  This  unit's  training  program  consists  of  the  following: 


(1)  1  laudatory  training  based  on  USARV  Reg  350-1. 

(2)  Integrated  and  section  training  conducted  on  a  sched¬ 
uled  basis  as  the  tactical  situation  permits. 

(3)  Cross-training  of  firing  battery  personnel, 

(4)  Individual  replacement  training, 

(b)  28  individual  replacements  were  sent  to  orientation  training 
at  either  tho  Ist  Air  Cavalry  Division  or  the  173i‘d  Airborne 
Brigade, 


(c)  Test  firing  and  zeroing  of  individual  weapons  is  conducted 
bi-weekly,  Each  firing  battery  conducted  direct  fire  with 
the  175rara  guns  and  "8  inch"  howitzer  during  the  period, 

(d)  All  M-16  rifles  were  traded  for  M-l4  rifles  in  Headquarters 
and  Service  Batteries.  A  training  program  on  nomenclature, 
assembly  and  disassembly,  care  and  cleaning  emd  zeroing  was 
conducted. 


(e)  Battalion  porsoimel  attended  courses  as  follows  during  the 
quarter: 

(1)  3  officers  attended  IFFORCBV  Artillery  Eire  Direction 
Officer  School  at  52nd  Artillery  Group,  Pleiku. 

(2)  3  officers  attended  IFFORCEV  Artillery  Ij'orward  Observer 
School  at  An  Khe. 
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(3)  3  survey  personnel  attended  a  Survey  course  at  tho  FDO 
School  in  Pleiku, 

(4)  2  personnel  attended  the  Chief  Computer  School  at  the 
FDO  School  in  Pleiku. 

(5)  1  officer  attended  the  Civil  Affairs  Orientation  Course. 
(10)  (C)  Chemical 

CBN  training  has  been  conducted  during  the  period  to  include  mask¬ 
ing  exercises  and  exposure  to  chemical  agents. 

d.  (U)  CIVIC  ACTION  PROGRAM 

An  active  civic  action  progrcun  is  in  progress  in  the  battalion.  One 
Captain  attended  the  Civil  Affairs  Orientation  course  in  Saigon  and  has 
been  very  busy  in  assistance  in  the  local  communities  since  that  time. 
During  the  period,  material  assistance  was  given  to  local  villagers 
to  help  complete  a  dispensary,  latrines  and  a  school.  Food  was  also 
provided  to  help  raise  pigs.  Twen ty- three  MEDQAPs  .were  held  by  tho 
Battalion  Surgeon  and  medics. 

e.  (U)  PERSOhTlEL 
(1)  Strengths 

(a)  Authorized  TOE  strength 

^  WO  04  ■ 

57  6  ■  522 

(b)  Assigned  and  present  for  duty  strength 


Assigned 


Present  for  Duts 


OFF  TO  M  .  .  OFF  TO  01 

31  4  521  28  4  502 


(c)  The  infusion  program  was  completed  during  the  month  of  June, 
Fifty-one  people  have  extended  in  order  to  remain  with  the 
Battalion. 


(2)  \/ide  dispersi.on  of  batteries  creates  problems,  particularly  • 

pay  problems.  One  class  "A''  agent  paid  everyone  in  the  battalion 
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during  the  first  few  days  of  June.  This  is  still  not  satisfac¬ 
tory  but  is  much  better  than  previous  months.  Coordination  be¬ 
tween  finance  clerks  and  class  "A"  agents  has  been  effected  for 
the  July  payday  in  order  to  try  to  reduce  the  problem  of  having  a 
man's  pay  go  to  the  wrong  field  location. 

(3)  Some  personnel  who  requested  R  &  R  in  Hawaii  arc  not  getting  to  go 
at  the  desired  time  and  are  being  scheduled  at  a  later  time.  This 
is  due  to  such  a  large  number  of  personnel  wanting  to  go  during 
the  summer  months.  The  battalion  has  used  all  of  its  R  £«  R  allo¬ 
cations  and  coordination  with  other  units  has  rendered  a  suffi¬ 
cient  number  of  quotas. 

(4)  Three  (3)  special  courts-mattial,  one  (l)  summary  courts-martial, 
and  fifteen  (15)  Article  15' s  were  administered  during  the  period. 

(5)  There  have  been  no  incidents  of  malaria  during  the  quarter. 

(6)  The  battalion  has  sustained  six  (6)  casualties  during  the  period, 
four  (4)  of  which  were  the  result  of  hostile  action. 

(7)  The  awards  and  decorations  program  is  progressing  steadily.  During 
the  period  recommendations  have  been  processed  for  a  Distin¬ 
guished  Flying  Cross,  six  (6)  Bronze  Stars,  two  (2)  Air  Medals, 
six  (6)  Purple  Hearts,  and  twenty-four  (24)  IFFV  Certificates  of 
Achievement, 

(8)  Unit  morale  has  been  very  high  during  this  reporting  period, 
f.  (C)  LOGISTICS  AND  MAINTSNAKCB 

(1)  Logistics 

During  this  reporting  period  there  have  been  few  significant 
changes  in  our  support  of  Class  1,  II,  III,  IV  &  V  items.  There 
wore  no  changes  in  the  support  structure  of  Headquarters,  Service 
and  A  Batteries.  However,  there  were  changes  with  the  relocation 
of  B  &  C  Batteries.  Support  elements  for  C  Battery  consists  mainly 
of  the  Hh  Division  and  the  88th  S  &  S  Battalion,  both  located  in 
Pleiku,  ^ae  4th  Division  gives  class  I  support  and  the  88Ui  B&S  pro¬ 
vides  cl^s  II,  III  8c  IV' support.  .Class  V."  support  comes  from  within 
the  battalion,,  from  the  Abmo  Officer  with  assistance  frou  tho  liaison 
team  located  at  Pleiku  (Arty  Hill).  Battery  B  support  in  classes  I,': 
il  .  Ill,  IV  8c  V  cane  the  First  Logistical  Command  at  Can  Ranh  Bay, 
Maintenance  assistance  to  3  Batcery  comes  from  the  63rd  Maintenance,  ^ 
located  in  Lha  Trang.  During  the  last  quarter,  the  T08cE  structure 
•was  changed  from  6-455D  series  to  6-455G  series  (modified).  Under 
the  now  MT08cE,  83  differen':  xtoms  had  to  be  reayisitaonoH.  As  of 
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this  date,  a  total  of  atven  of  tho  requested  items  have  been  re¬ 
ceived.  A  total  of  55  different  items  are  sohodulod  for  elimina¬ 
tion  or  reduction  under  tho  new  HTO&S,  A  complete  list  of  both 
shortages  and  overages  has  been  furnished  IFFV  Arty  for  disposi¬ 
tion  instructions  on  tho  overages.  Also,  this  period,  wo  were 
instructed  to  laterally  transfer  to  the  6th  Battalion  l4th  Artil¬ 
lery,  178  M16a1  rifles  for  I78  Kill's.  Those  weapons  are  for  the 
personnel  of  Headquarters  emd  Service  Batteries.  Upon  this  trans¬ 
fer  of  weapons,  no  cleaning  material  or  PLL  was  provided  by  tho 
6th  Battalion  l4th  Artillery.  We  are  now  in  the  process  of  secur¬ 
ing  both  cloauii:g  material  and  PLL  for  these  weapons, 

(2)  In  May  I968,  this  battalion  established  a  forward  logistics  cle¬ 
ment  at  Pleiku.  Prior  to  their  movement,  wo  were  experiencing  too 
much  delay  in  getting  repair  parts,  bunker  material  and  Class  II 
items  to  outlying  batteries.  Wo  sot  up  our  forward  logistics  cle¬ 
ment  with  two  supply  sergeants,  one  radio/telephono  operator,  one 
supply  clerk  and  tho  Battalion  Maintenance  Officer.  At  this  olo- 
ment  they  have  all  tho  appropriate  requisition  forma,  plus,  a'  docraent 
register  for  vehicle  parts.  They  also  act  as  a  radio  relay  sta¬ 
tion  for  the  firing  batteries  and  can  receive  immediately  any 

calls  pertinent  to  logistics  support.  Since  the  roads  from  Ban 
He  Thuot  to  Pleiku  are  not  secure,  tho  only  transportation  avail¬ 
able  to  B  Battery  is  air  transportation.  This  battalion  is  using 
tho  facilities  of  Traffic  Management  Agency-Military  Airlift  Com¬ 
mand  Vietnam,  On  9  May  I968,  25,000  pounds  of  lumber,  sandbags, 
steel  planking,  communication  equipment  and  repair  parts  wore  sent 
by  C-I30  aircraft  from  An  Kho  to  Ban  Me  Thuot.  Since  that  time, 
we  have  made  four  additional  air  shipments  consisting  of  Class 
II  8e  IV  items  totalling  more  than  100,000  pounds  to  B  Battery. 

(3)  Maintenance 

(a)  During  the  lost  reporting  period,  there  have  been  very  few 
significant  changes  in  our  DS  capability  of  supporting  us 
with  repair  parts  or  contact  items.  There  ore  a  few  spare 
parts  which  are  now  available  which  were  not  before  and  they 
are  elevating  drives,  traversing  drives  and  traverse  final 
drives.  Tho  main  problems  now  are  the  I58  mount,  spado  con- 
trol  valves  and  steel  hydraulic  lines  in  the  turret, .  On  this 
158  mount,  when  the  index  pin  sticks,  the  weapon  is  dv.adlincd. 

It  has  been  found  that  when  using  the  TM's  method  of  freeing 
the  pin  by  tapping  it  lightly  has  caused  the  pin  to  buckle 
and  thereby  causing  it  to  stick,-  . 
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2,  SECTION  2,  LESSONS  LE/iRNED;  COHMyNDERS  OBSERVATIONS,  BVALUhTIONS  AND 
RECOl'iMZNDATIOMS 

n,  PERSONNEL;  .  None 

b.  OPSRATIuNS 

(1)  (C)  Spado  Abuttrnents  for  tho  175rnin  Gun  and  8  Inch  Howitzor 

(a)  OBSERVATION.  A  composition  of  rock  and  dirt  can  bo  used  for 
spado  dig-ln  areas  instead  of  reinforced  wooden  timbers. 

(b)  EVALU.iTIOH.  During  construction  of  fire  bases  at  Ban  ho 
Thuot  and  Oasis,  a  combination  of  rock  and  dirt  has  been 
placed  around  the  perimeter  of  tho  gun  pad  as  a  base  for  em¬ 
placing  tho  spade.  Tho  area  is  8  feet  wide,  beginning  at 
tho  edge  of  tho  pad,  and  4  feet  deep.  Tho  area  is  filled 
with  6051b  rock  and  4056  dirt.  This  mixture  packs  well  and 
thOi'O  is  very  small  piece  displacement.  The  one  big  advan¬ 
tage  of  this  construction  over  deadmen  is  the  reduction  of 
maintenance  problems  which  are  caused  by  deadmen  failing  to 
"give"  any  when  used  for  spade  emplacements.  This  typo  gun 
position  is  easier,  quicker  and  less  expensive  than  tho  doad- 
raen  typo.  Maintenance  and  re-leveling  the  area  is  simple 
after  moving  tho  spade. 

(c)  RECOMMENDATION.  That  in  the  future,  the  areas  around  heavy 
artillery  gun  pads  bo  constructed  of  a  rock-dirt  composition 
as  opposed  to  reinforced  heavy  wooden  timbers. 

(2)  Emplacement  of  Claymore  Minos 

(a)  OBSERVfiTION.  It  is  possible  to  remove  claymore  mines  in¬ 
stalled  on  the.. fire  base  perimeter  when  they  are  disconnected 
from  the  firing  mechanism. 

(b)  EV.iLUnTMN.  Claymore  mines  exro  normally  placed  in  tho  peri¬ 
meter  wire  as  close  to  tho  exterior  of  the  fence  as  possible. 
These  claymores  ore  A5R  items  and  very  difficult  to  got.  To 
insure  that  tho  claymores  are  not  removed  from  the  perimeter, 
we  have  imbedded  them  in  cement  in  50  caliber  ammo  boxes  and 
the  boxes  are  then  buried  in  the  ground.  There  have  been  no 
claymores  misplaced  while  this  procedure  has  been  used,  .'dGo 
it  would  bo  very  difficult  for  the  enemy  to  turn  the  claymore 
around  toward  the  fire  base. 

(c)  RECOMKBNDaTION.  At  serai-pormonont  fire  bases,  claymore  mines 
should  bo  imbedded  in  cement  in  ammo  boxes  for  emplacement 
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around  the  perimeter. 


/f 


c.  TRAINING 


(1)  (C)  Training  FiX!  Personnel 

(a)  OBSERVATION.  A  constant  effort  has  to  bo  mado  to  maintain  a 
sufficient  number  of  personnel  who  are  qualified  in  FDC  pro¬ 
cedures  in  Vietnam. 

(b)  EVjILUATION.  All  FDC  personnel  must  have  some  .additional 
training  when  coming  to  Vietnam.  To  insure  an  adequate  num¬ 
ber  of  personnel  ai'e  trained  in  FDC,  persoiinel  who  are  not 
FDC  school  trained,  but  who  possess  the  potential  to  be 
trained  in  FDC  must  be  recognized.  This  battalion  has  con¬ 
ducted  one  two  week  training  course  for  personnel  who  have 
FDC  potential  and  newly  assigned  personnel  who  have  been  to 
FDC  school  at  Fort  Sill.  The  training  was  very  intensive, 
and  immediately  upon  completion  of  this  training  all  parti¬ 
cipants  were  given  duties  in  the  Battery  FDC's  and  are  still 
there.  -The  results  of  this  effort  have  been  gratifying  and 
■unit-commandcrs  are  satisfied  with  the  personnel,  A  course  of  ' 
this  content  every  two  months  will  be  sufficient  to  maintaiii 

a  sufficient  number  of  FDC  personnel. 

(c)  REC0MM2MD.\TI0N.  That  all  units  have  an  orientation  course  on 
FDC  procedures  in  Vietnam  and  this  course  also  cover  basic 
FDC  preocedures  to  determine  the  potential  of  personnel  not 
school  trained  for  FDC  positions.  This  course  should  be  re¬ 
peated  every  two  or  three  months. 

d.  INTELLIGENCE 

(1)  Intellif;encc  Coordination  Center 

(a)  OBSERVATION,  At  sector  level  there  is  a  need  for  an  agency 
to  coordinate  intelligence  from  all  acquisition  agencies  in 
order  to  get  better  and  more  timely  intelligence  for  artil¬ 
lery  targets. 

(b)  EV/UjUATIvN,  At  Ban  Me  Thuot  and  Kontum,  where  this  battalion 
has  had  firing  batteries  and  has  worked  closely  with  MOV 
Sector  personnel,  it  has  been  difficult  to  obtain  good  timely 
intelligence  from  any  one  source.  All  the  different  agencies 
have  their  own  intelligence  and  publish  it  as  they  see  fit, 

This  is  not  sufficient  to  get  good  artillery  targets.  At  Ban 
Me  Thuot,  the  battalion  has  set  up  an  intelligence  coordination 
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center  in  an  effort  to  obtain  intelligence  in  a  timely  man¬ 
ner.  In  conjunction  with  the  intelligence  collection  effort 
we  have  a  targeting  program.  The  results  of  this  effort  are 
dependent  upon  the  different  agencies'  cooperation  and  feed¬ 
er  reports,  and  it  is  providing  many  more  good  targets  than 
wo  were  previously  getting. 

(c)  HECOiiMSNDaTION.  That  heavy  artillery  units  establish  intel¬ 
ligence  coordination  centers  at  MACV  Sector/Provinco  when¬ 
ever  possible. 


0.  LOGISTICS 

(a)  OBSERVATION.  Steel  hydraulic  linos  for  the  175mm  gun  and 

"8  inch-'  howitzer  arc  very  difficult  to  obi;ain  and  the  bat¬ 
talion  has  experienced  considerable  problems  with  those  cor¬ 
roding  and  cracking. 

(b)  EV.'UjUATION.  'Je  have  experienced  several  steel  hydraulic 
lines  cracking  and  corroding  on  the  outside.  These  linos  are 
not  available  in  supply  channels  and  in  order  to  keop'^down 
fine  to  a  minimum,  we  have  had  flexible  lines  made.  The 
only  requirement  is  that  the  lines  have  a  7,000  p.s.i,  rating 
so  that  it  does  not  rupture  when  the  gun  fires. 

(c)  recommendation,  That  all  units  using  equipment  having  stool 
hydraulic  linos  have  those  niado  out  of  norwal  flexible  typo 
oil  lines  with  a  7,000  p.s.i.  or  greater,  when  no  resupoly 
16  available. 

f.  ORGaNI ZnTION :  None 


S*  OTKciK 


(U)  Perimeter  Bunkers  for  Rainy  Season 

(a)  OBSfflVATION.  Hea\'y  rains  must  be  considered  when  building 
perimeter  bunkers  on  semi-permanent  fire  bases  and  for  thL 
reason  the  bunker  must  be  completely  above  ground. 

(b)  EV.iLUATION.  Perimeter  bunkers  in  the  battalion  initially 
were  built  partially  underground.  It  was  determined  that 

1.TI  the  rainy  season 

and  a  different  bunker  was  designed  which  affords  good  pro- 

teotion,.  a  low  silhouette,  und  stays  dry  beoause  it  is  com- 
IhCl  j!  enclosed  as 
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^  Incl 
■-  stated 


(c) 


RECOMs-i—iDAriON.  That  units  use  a  similar  tauiLker  dur;’ 
soon  season  for  perimeter  fignting  buniaMS  b.  cause  o/ 
cost  of  materials  needed. 


KAJ,  Artil^-'  cy 
Cominanding 


AVGG-CO  (5  Au«  68)  Ist  lud 

SUBJECT:  (^rational  Report  of  5tR  Battalion,  22d  Ixtilleiy  for  Period 
Ending  51  July  1968  (RCS  CSFOR-65)  (R1)  (u) 

DA,  HQ,  52d  Artillery  Group,  APO  96318  15  August  I968 

TO:  Commanding  General,  I  PP0B0B7  Artillery,  APO  96350 

1,  (u)  Concur  in  the  contents  of  the  basic  report. 

2.  (u)  Concur  in  the  recommendations  with  the  following  comments  concern¬ 
ing  Section  2,  para  b  (2).  There  are  two  schools  of  thou^t  oonoering 
employment  of  claymore  mines.  One,  discussed  in  Section  2,  para  b  (2) 

is  that  claymore  mines  should  be  emplaced  in  permanent  concrete  fixtures. 
This  prevents  them  from  being  turned  around  or  moved  by  cno  enemy.  How¬ 
ever,  it  also  pinpoints  their  location  so  the  enemy  can  either  by-paas 
or  disconnect  them.  The  other  viewpoint  is  that  claymore  mines  should 
be  moved  arotind  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  knowing  their  exact  location. 

By  doing  this,  however,  the  mines  cannot  be  fixed  in  place  thus  allowing 
the  eneqy  to  turn  them  around  once  they  are  located. 


^■'ESMOND  D.  BAIMEb/^R. 
/Colonel,  Artillery 
Commanding 
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DA,  deadquartera,  I  Aeld  ibrce  Vietnam  Artillery,  APO  96350  •' ii 

TO:  Headquarters,  1  Aeld  i^brce  Vietnam,  /JH)  96350 

(C)  Tills  headquarters  hns  reviewed  the  attached  Operational  Report  with 
1st  Indorsement  and  concurs  with  all  recomendations  as  indorsed  witl.  the 
following  exceptions  and  comments: 

a.  Reference  paragi-aph  1e  (l)(c),  page  8,  tl£  battalion  has  not  cor.plf-teci 
its  infusion  program.  Additional  infusion  is  necessary  to  reduce  the  number 
of  rotations  in  December  68. 

b.  Reference  paragraph  If  (1),  page  10,  coordiiuition  between  E-4,  1  AeZd 
Jbree  Vietnam  Artillery  and  G-4>  I  Aeld  i-bree  Vietnam  is  being  effected 
regarding  equipment  shortages.  Instructions  for  disposition  of  equipment 
overages  will  be  issued  fi’om  this  headquarters  upon  evaluation  of  overall 
requirements  witliin  lAOllCEV  iVrtillery, 

c.  Reference  paragraph  2b  (2)(c),  page  11,  Emplojiaent  of  ClaiTuOi-e  liner. 
Concur  with  paragraph  2,  1st  Indorsement, 

d.  Reference  paragraph  2d  (l)(c),  page  13,  Intelligence  Coordination 
Center,  llon-concur.  District  Intelligence  (^orations  Cooi'dination  Centers 
(DIOCC's)  and  Province  Intelligence  Operations  Coordination  Centers  (PltCC'a) 
which  are  being  established  throughout  the  Republic  of  Vietnam,  provide  tlic 
linl:  for  rapid  and  timely  exchange  of  nutmlly  beneficial  intelligence  iiu’orm- 
ation  between  US  and  RVK  sources.  Rather  than  creating  an  ad.-itional  independ¬ 
ent  agency,  an  intelligence  or  targeting  representative  fi’om  supporting  artil¬ 
lery  units  should  be  integrated  into  an  established  PIOCC  or  DICCC  and  press 
for  exclmuige  of  timely  intelligence  data, 

.-OR  T.-i:  CO.  RAIDER; 


CONFIDENTIAL 


i 

i 


CONFIDENTIAL 


AVFA-GC-OT  (3  Aug  63J  3i  lal 

SU3JHJT:  Oparational  Report  of  ‘jth  Battalion,  22d  Artillery  for 
Period  &xiing  31  July  1963,  RCS  CSPOR-65  (R1)  (Uj 

DA,  Headquarters,  I  Field  Force  Vietnam,  APO  96350  x  4  Stt' >‘-3^8 

TO:  Commanding  General,  United  States  Aray  Vietnam,  ATTN;  AVHGC-DST, 
APO  96375 

(Cj  This  headquarters  has  evalviated  subject  report  as  indorsed  and 
makes  the  following  recommendations  or  comments. 

a.  Reference  paragraph  1e(l)(c),  Section  1  page  8,  Infusion 
Program.  Aa  of  12  September  1968  the  standards  of  the  infusion  pro¬ 
gram  have  been  met. 

b.  Reference  paragraph  1f(1),  Section  1  page  9  and  10.  The  63d 
Maintenance  should  read  the  12^h  Maintenance  Support  Company.  Bquip- 
ment  adjustments  are  being  made  to  comply  with  the  new  MTOE  as  recom¬ 
mended  by  I  FFORCBV  Artillery. 

c.  Reference  paragraph  2b(2)(cJ,  Section  2  page  11,  Binployment  of 
Claymore  Minos.  Any  standard  policy  on  the  employment  of  the  claymore 
mine  would  soon  bo  compromised  by  the  eneny  which  would  reduce  its 
effectiveness.  The  method  of  employment,  dependent  upon  the  unit's 
mission,  should  be  determined  by  each  organization  and  included  in  its 
tactical  SOP.  As  for  the  enemy  bypassing  the  mine  defense,  if  the 
defensive  plan  is  established  in  depth  the  eneny's  ability  to  bjpass 
should  be  limited. 

d.  Reference  paragraph  2d(1)(c),  Section  2  page  12,  Intelligence 
Coordination  Center.  This  headquarters  non  concurs  with  the  recommen¬ 
dation  in  the  basic  document  for  reasons  listed  in  the  2d  Indorsement, 

FOR  THS  COMMANDS: 


Copy  furnished; 
I  FFORCBV  Arty 


ILL- AGC 

ASST  ADJUTANT  GENERAL 
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CONFIDENTIAL 


AVHCC-DST  (3  Aug  68)  4th  Ind  (U)  liAJ  Klingman/hga/LDI.'  4433  ^ 

oirjLCT:  Operational  ucport  of  the  5th  Battalion  22d  Artillery  for 
Period  Ending  31  July  1968,  PCS  a3FOK-65  (Pi) 

2  4  SEP19B8 

;ii:ADiUAr:TEll3,  united  STATTf;  AW  VrCTIIAI-I,  APO  San  Francisco  96375 

TC;  Comraander  in  Chief,  United  States  Armj’',  Pacific,  ATTII:  GPOP-LT, 

APO  96558 

This  herdquarters  has  revie^^ed  the  Operational  .'eport-Lessons  Learned  for 
the  quarterlj’’  period  ending  31  July  1968  from  Headquarters,  5th  Pattalion 
22d  Artillerj',  and  concurs  mth  the  report  as  modified  by  the  preceding 
indorsements . 

FO.:  THE  GOlSlAHDLr.; 

W.CARNTZ  \ 

cptacx:  / 

AssisUnt  Adjutan^ener* 

Z'j  furn: 

:P  I  FFV 

in  5th  "n  22d  Arty 
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GPOP-DT  (3  Aug  68)  5th  Ind  (U) 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  of  HQ,  5th  Bn,  22d  Arty  for  Period  Ending 
31  July  1968,  RCS  CSFOR-65  (Rl)  (U) 

HQ,  US  Army,  Pacific,  APO  San  Francisco  96558  OQf  ;3B3 

TO:  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Force  Development,  Department  of  the 
Army,  Washington,  D.  C.  20310 

1.  This  headquarters  has  evaluated  subject  report  and  forwarding 
indorsements  and  concurs  in  the  report  as  indorsed, 

2.  Reference  subparagraph  d,  2d  Indorsement:  The  solution  offered 
achieves  the  same  objective  as  stated  in  (page  12)  paragraph  2d(l)(a). 
Additionally,  it  conserves  manpower  and  avoids  duplication  of  existing 
activities . 

FOR  THE  COMMANDER  IN  CHIEF: 


CFT.  aGC 
Aist  AG 
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ORGmNIZATION  for  the  5th  BATTALION  22nd  ARTILLERY 
175nua/8  inch  SP 


CONFIDENTIAL 


The  following  units  and  sections  were  under  the  operational  control  of  the  5th 
Battalion  22nd  Artillery  as  indicated. 


UNIT 

MTE 

LOCATION 

B  Battery  (155nim) 

6/84th  i\rtillery 

28  hay  to  5  June 

1968 

Pole!  Ivlong 

C  Battery  (155ram) 

6/84th  iirtillery 

1  Juno  to  5  June 

1968 

Polei  Klong 

B  Battery  (8'') 

?/15th  Artillery 

3  June  to  16  June 

1968 

Pole!  Klong 

243  Radar  Detachment 

3  May  1968  to  Present 

Ban  Me  Thuot 

Metro  Section  #  2 

8  th  T/iB  26  Artillery 

May  1968  to  Present 

Ban  Mo  Thuot 

Badnjr  Coction  Jr’  4 

Sth  TAB  26  Artilil  otj 

8  May  to  24  May 

1968 

Bunker  Hill 
Ya  963  655 

Incl 


CONFIDENTIAL 


TOP  VIEW 


Koto;  SidoG  of  bimkor  arc  coftstructed  of  175nr.i  pov/der  canisters.  HawfeerS 
shown  in  canisters  indicate  number  used  in  each  row.  Tho  bunker  is  covered 
with  steel  planking  and  sandbags. 

Incl 


(.  I'.v  iiA.'ilil I'ilil) 


Security  ClaRtificatlon 


DOCUMENT  CONTROL  DATA  .  R  &  D 

(Security  cfaa<t//cat/aft  ef  fcorfy  o/  mbattmct  mnd  fndumln£  umotmtton  must  6»  vnitr^d  whmn  the  oveiatl  repntt  ta  cloaatlled) 


I.  ORIOINATINO  ACTIVirV  (Cofpmtmle  authof)  a«.  HCPOAT  tCCURITV  Cl.A&SIPICATION 

Confidential 

HQ,  OACSFOR,  DA,  Washington,  D.C.  20310 


J.  PICPQRT  TITLC 

Operational  Report  -  Lessons  Learned,  HQ,  5th  Battalion,  22d  Artillery  (U) 


4.  OCSCMlR*TIVC  NOTKt  (Typ*  •/  fpf  I  anW  Mcfutira 

Experiences  of  unit  engaged  in  counterinsurgency  operations.! 


AU  THOR(S)  frffRf  AaaM»  mlMH0  in/Umtt  tmst  nmm^j 


CO,  5th  Battalion,  22d  Artillery 


3.  NCPORT  OAT* 


3  August  1968 


DD. 


|7a.  TOTAL  NO.  O^*  PACCS  176.  NO.  OF  RCFft 


•a.  ORIGINATOR*^  HCPORT  NUMRCRIS) 


•6.  OTHER  REPORT  NO(9>  (Any  Other  mtmOere  (Jmt  may  bo  s»o/gnr<f 
<6i«  foport) 


12.  SPONSORING  MILITARY  ACTIVITY 


OACSFOR,  DA,  Washington,  D.C.  20310 


UNCLASSIFIED 


Security  Clu^sificntion 


The  following  items  are  recommended  for  inclusion  in  the  Lessons  Learned 
Index : 

ITEM  1 

*  SUBJECT  TITLE _ _ _ 

**  FOR  OT  RD  #  _ _ _ 

***paGE  # _ _ 

ITEM  2 

SUBJECT  TITLE  _ 

FOR  OT  RD  #  _ 

PAf'E  #  ,  .  _ 

ITEM  3 

SUBJECT  TITLE  _ 

FOR  OT  RD  #  _ ; _ _ 

PAGE  #  j _ 

ITEM  4 

SUBJECT  TITLE  _ 

FOR  OT  RD  #  '  ■ _ 

PAGE  #  _ 

ITEM  5 

SUBJECT  TITLE  _ 

FOR  OT  RD  #  _ 

PAGE  #  _ 

*  Subject  Title;  A  short  (one  sentence  or  phrase)  description  of  the  item 
of  interest. 

**  FOR  OT  RD  ;  Appears  in  the  Reply  Reference  line  of  the  Letter  of  Trans¬ 
mittal.  This  number  must  be  accurately  stated. 


***Page  # 


:  That  page  on  which  the  item  of  interest  is  located. 


OePARTMENT  OF  THE  ARMY 


POtTACC  AND  FCES  PAID 
OEPARTMENT  OF  THE  ARMY 


OFFICIAL  BUSINF.SS 

Office  of  the  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff  for 
Force  Development 
ATTN:  Operational  Reports  Branch 
Headquarters,  Department  of  the  Army 
Washington,  D.C,  20310 


DA  Lab«l  t8«  i  apr  so 


PREVIOUS  EDITIONS  OF  THIS  LABEL  ARE  OBSOLETE* 


